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e ngld hu" mﬂatables stretch across
“many designs and apphcatlons.

hen it comes to small boat technology
and innovation, some believe that the
U.S. lags behind Europe.

John McClendon, the president of SeaArk
Marine, Monticello, Ark., said he heard this senti-
ment expressed a couple of years ago at IBEX, an
annual trade show for boatbuilders. “Somebody
said the future of small boats is an aluminum-

- hulled, twin-waterjet, catamaran RIB. They said

if you look at what they’re doing in Europe and
Australia, those guys are 10 years ahead of us on
everything. Well maybe they are, and maybe they
aren’t, but I envy some of their innovation.”

Matthew Velluto, director of marketing and
business development for RIBCRAFT USA,
agreed. “There’s no doubt that we’re definitely
behind the market in Europe. I've always thought
that the U.S. RIB market is about 10 years behind
what the European market is.”

RIBs were originally developed in Great Britain
in the 1960s as rescue boats, and they continue to
be very popular in the U.K. and Europe, both for
government/commercial applications and recre-
ation.

“They’ve got huge popularity in Europe due to
the ability to tow them behind smaller vehicles be-
cause they’re much lighter and easier to transport
over the road. They also recognize the perfor-
mance that the RIB delivers,” said Velluto.

That performance includes increased stability
and a smoother ride thanks to the shock mitigation
of air-filled tubes (sponsons) at the gunwale.

For Bill Wing, president of Wing Inflatables,
Arcata, Calif., safety is also a major selling point
of RIBs. “We’ve been collecting stories about how
the Wing tubes have saved lives and limbs,” he
said. “We’re going to publish it on our Web site.”

Another vaunted value of RIBs is the inherent
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WING OFFERS PERSONAL WATERCRAFT ADD-ON

ntroduced at the MultiF-Agency Craft Conference (MACC) in Vir-
!ginia in June, the Ribski is an add-on for personal watercraft.
Developed by Bill Wing at Wing Inflatables, Arcata, Calif., the
Ribski is an aluminum bottom shell with an inflatable collar at—
tached around the perimeter. The personal watercraft fits msme
“This makes that incredible, economical power plant on a jet skia
tough enough boat to be able to go up the rivers and take a beat-
ing on the bottom as that aluminum shell protects it,” said Wing.
“The other thing is that it stabilizes it. Three guys can stand on
the side of it, and it doesn't feel unstable at all. You don't have to
get on from the rear, you can just jump on it any way you want.”
Wing said that the market for the Ribski includes rescue and pa-
trol operations. “It makes a very economical, very fast patrol boat. it
doesn't use much fuel, and it's as fast or faster than most boats.”

»

The Ribski provides an
aluminum bottom shell and
an inflatabie collar for Ya-
maha and Sea-Doo personal
watercraft. With them, the
small boats are much more
durable and stable.

er, bigger models of PWCs from
Yamaha and Sea-Doo,

Wing also offers the Skicol- =
lar, an inflatable collar without the bottom shell for PWCs that
hooks on to the PWC directly and stabilizes It. “There's not enough
flotation in the skis to keep them ﬂoaﬁng if they stért to flood,”
said Wing. "With the Skicollar, you're addlng ﬂotatmn stability and

ing Inflatahles

Wing Inflatables has several different fit kits that work with new- protectmn 5 — B. Buls -

“The first and foremost consideration
in choosing a RIB would be, ‘Am I
doing boarding operations?” ”* said
McClendon. A collar not only protects

%

fendering of a flexible collar that sur-
rounds the entire boat. This feature is
particularly important for boat-to-boat

both boats, he said, but it can also pre-
vent serious injuries if someone’s leg or
body gets trapped between the sponson

encounters. and the other boat.
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